
 
The HOPWA Hurricane Response 

Project is a joint effort between 

Collaborative Solutions, Inc. in 

Birmingham, AL and AIDS Housing  

of Washington in Seattle, WA. The 

purpose of this project is to provide an 

intensive and coordinated response to 

help ensure the continuity of HIV/AIDS 

housing and support services for low-

income persons living with HIV/AIDS 

and their families in the impacted areas 

of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 

 

The HOPWA Hurricane Response 

Project is funded by the Housing 

Opportunities for Persons with AIDS 

(HOPWA) National Technical 

Assistance Program, in partnership with 

the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development's Office of 

HIV/AIDS Housing.  

 

For more information or to request 

assistance, contact: 

Collaborative Solutions, Inc.  

P.O. Box 130159 

Birmingham, AL  35213 

(205) 939-0411 

csi@collaborative-solutions.net 

http://www.collaborative-solutions.net 

 

For more information about the 

HOPWA program, go to: 

http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/ 

aidshousing/programs/ 

 

 

FEMA disaster 

assistance tops $9 

billion and rising.1 

 

Mississippi has 

completed 99% of the 

land debris removal 

and has removed 45 

million cubic yards.2 

HOPWA Hurricane Response Project 

 

 

 

Hurricane Katrina in 

Mississippi 

 

Mississippi’s Coast line was ravaged 

when Hurricane Katrina struck land 

on August 29, 2005. This devastation 

led 508,589 survivors to seek FEMA 

Disaster Recovery Centers (DRC) in 50 

locations throughout the state.2 One 

year later there are 36,127 travel 

trailers and mobile homes still in use 

in Mississippi.3 The Gulf Coast area of 

Mississippi lost more than 42,000 

residents as a result of the hurricane. 

One year later, more and more citizens 

are trying to return home. Picayune, located in Pearl River County, reports 

that they have grown from 12,000 residents to approximately 25,000 

residents since Hurricane Katrina. They currently have a housing 

shortage; however, 25 new subdivisions are currently being built. 7 

 

HOPWA in Mississippi 

 

The Housing Opportunities for 

Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) 

Program was established by the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban 

Development to address the housing 

and service needs of low-income 

individuals living with HIV/AIDS 

and their families. HOPWA makes 

grants to states, local communities, 

and nonprofit organizations for 

projects that will benefit low income 

persons medically diagnosed with 

HIV/AIDS and their families.
4
  

 

Under the HOPWA program there are two formula grantees, the State of 

Mississippi and the City of Jackson. There is also one former 

competitive grantee, South Mississippi AIDS Task Force. The 

Mississippi Department of Health’s (MSDH) STD/HIV Bureau has 

served as the grantee for the state since 1995. Their principal focus is on 

short term housing assistance with case management support throughout 

the state.
5
 South Mississippi AIDS Task Force coordinates their efforts 

with MSDH and 25 other organizations to provide supportive services 

for clients including transportation, treatment, living skills, and money 

management.
6
  

 

Info Sheet Mississippi HOPWA Housing Resources 

FEMA Designated Disaster Counties. The dark 
orange counties have access to individual and 
public assistance and the yellow counties have 

public assistance only.  http://www.fema.gov  

mailto:csi@collaborative-solutions.net
http://www.collaborative-solutions.net/
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/%0baidshousing/programs/
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/%0baidshousing/programs/
http://www.fema.gov/


Housing Information: 
 
Jackson HUD Field Office  

McCoy Federal Building 

Emily Eberhardt 

100 W. Capital Street 

Room 910 

Jackson, MS 39269 

(601) 965-4757 ext. 3140 

(601) 965-4773 fax 

emily_c._eberhardt@hud.gov 

 

State HOPWA Grantee 

Mississippi Health Department  

Stephen Carson 

Director, Care and Services Division, 

STD/HIV Bureau 

570 East Woodrow Wilson Boulevard 

Jackson, MS 39215-1700 

(601) 362-4850 

(601) 362-4782 fax 

Scott.Carson@msdh.state.ms.us 

http://www.msdh.state.ms.us/ 

 

City of Jackson HOPWA Grantee 

Leo Stevens 

Development Assistance Division Manager 

P.O. Box 17 

Jackson, MS 39205 

(601) 960-2155 

(610) 965-0015 fax 

lstevens@city.jackson.ms.us 

http://www.city.jackson.ms.us 

 

South Mississippi AIDS Task Force  

James Dedeaux 

Executive Director 

P.O. Box 8009 

Biloxi, MS 39535 

(228) 385-8009 

(228) 385-1296 fax 

james@smatf.com 

http://www.smatf.com 

 
Grace House 

Trey Mangum 

P.O. Box 68924 

Jackson, MS 39286-8684 

(601) 353-1038 

(601) 352-5128 fax 

http://www.gracehousecares.org 

 

State Wide Health Department:  
Health Department Contact- 1-888-343-7373 (Ask for Care and Services) 

Information- http://www.healthyMS.com 

Mississippi STD/HIV Hotline- 1-800-826-2961 

 

Informational Links: 
 

State of Mississippi: Hurricane Katrina Disaster Information 
http://www.emergencyinfo.ms.gov 

This is Mississippi’s official website for Hurricane Katrina which provides contact information along with recovery assistance, 

volunteer information, and related links. It also provides a toll-free number and link to information about Katrina Homeowner 

Assistance Grants.  

 

FEMA Housing Information 
https://rims.fema.gov/hportal/home.htm 

FEMA’s Housing Portal consolidates rental resources for evacuees identified by federal agencies, private organizations, and 

individuals. 

 

USDA Rural Development  
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/disasters/katrina.html 

The USDA provides rural housing information for evacuees, including additional loan information and state by state contacts. 

 

MS Disaster Housing Referrals 
http://www.msdisasterhousing.org/  

Partner agencies identify housing solutions for hurricane evacuees. 
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Disaster Housing Online  
http://www.dhronline.org/chooseState.cfm 

This provides a quick and easy disaster housing search tool. 

 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
http://www.hud.gov/local/index.cfm?state=al 

HUD in Alabama with Katrina relief information through the state Department of Human Resources and the United Way of Central 

Alabama (UWCA).  
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