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ARKANSAS

Populations with special needs must have
supportive housing. Special needs may
include living with HIV/AIDS,
homelessness, mental illness, elderly
age, physical challenges, developmental
disabilities, substance addiction, dual
diagnosis, or other needs requiring
support services to maintain permanent
housing.

Collaborative Solutions, Inc.’s (CSI)
mission is to assist communities in the
Southeast to identify needs for
supportive housing and to serve as a
catalyst to increase the quantity and
quality of the supportive housing stock.

There is an incredible wealth of
information available on supportive
housing, including government funding
(federal and state), for-profit and not-

for-profit developers, supportive service

providers, planning bodies, faith-based
initiatives, Census figures and other
funding sources. A primary objective of
this profile is to provide and
disseminate information to support
those in the field providing supportive
housing and assist other entities
interested in creating supportive

housing programs .

This state profile is designed to provide
background data for planners,
developers, and service providers to
assist their planning and efforts to meet
the housing needs of persons living with
special needs in Arkansas. This profile is
dynamic and will change as new
information becomes available. CSI
welcomes input and feedback regarding
clarification of existing resources and
newly formed resources. Contact us at:

ashley(@collaborative-solutions.net

GENERAL INFORMATION

Projected Household Income by County, 2006

The Arkansas county map to
the left is based on the U.S.
Census Bureau’s 2006
estimate of houschold
income by county. The
average houschold income in
the state ranges from
$36,599, represented by
dark grey, in Saline County
to $32,852, represented by
light grey, in

Jefferson County.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Key Census Data
All of the data in the following charts can be found at:
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html? lang=en

Demographics

e Population (2006 estimate)—
2,810,872

) o See 2006 racial profile below. Note
that the Hispanic population represents

4.9% of the state’s population.

Racial Profile in Arkansas, 2006

Some
otherrace

African
American

Asian (1%)

Income

e 2006 median household income—
$36,599

e Persons below poverty in 2006—
486,281

e Persons below poverty are estimated to
Cornprise more than seventeen percent

(17.3%) of the population

State Size

Number of Counties 75

Land Area Square Miles 52,068

Persons per Square Mile 51.3

Housing
The 2005 Census data estimates indicate that 1,249,116 units of

housing are available in the state of Arkansas. “Housing units”
includes occupied and unoccupied owner and renter units.

Persons per Household, 2000 2.5
Occupied Housing Units Lacking
8,327/7,746
Complete Plumbing/Kitchen
Housing Units 5

per Square Mile

Additional Housing Data

HUD Program Development and Research
(PD&R)—Guide to Datasets—Describes 13 available
housing data resources and provides Web links to related
documents or datasets. Datasets include information on
American housing, Low-Income Housing Tax Credits, and
Consolidated Plans. Visit at:
http://www.huduser.org/datasets/pdrdatas.html

Dataset Highlights Include

e HUD Fair Market Rent (FMR) Overview
e American Housing Survey

e Assisted Housing: National and Local

e Low-Income Housing Tax Credits

Did you know?

The U.S. Census Bureau provides an array of data useful

to housing providers. Here are two links:

U.S. Census Bureau—Provides data and statistics on

people, housing, jobs, and other topics. Available at:

http://www.census.gov

U.S. Census Bureau—Income, Earnings, and Poverty Data

ﬁ‘om the 2006 American Communit)' Surre)':

http://www.census.gov/prod/2007pubs/acs-08.pdf
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HUD HOUSING RESOURCES

Fair Housing

Federal law prohibits housing discrimination based on race,

color, national origin, religion, sex, family status, or disability.

Persons who believe their rights have been violated when
trying to buy or rent a home or apartment can file a fair
housing complaint by visiting HUD’s website at:

http: //www.hud.gov/complaints/housediscrim.cfm

Public Housing

Arkansas has 147 active housing authorities that provide public
housing units for low-income families, the elderly, and
persons with disabilities. Local housing authorities determine
cligibility based on annual income, family status (i.e. elderly,
family, disability), and citizenship. Applicants for public
housing should apply directly to the local housing authority.
Visit HUD’s Housing Authority Profiles to obtain more
information on public housing in your area:

http://www.hud. gov/ offices/pih/systems/pic/haprofiles/in

dex.cfm

Developing Supportive Housing

Housing Choice Vouchers (formerly Section 8)
Housing choice vouchers allow very low-income families to
lease or purchase safe, decent, and affordable privately-
owned rental housing. Types of vouchers include conversion,
welfare-to-work, homeownership, project based, tenant
based, persons with disabilities, and family unification
vouchers. To learn more about the requirements of each of
these voucher programs, please visit the HUD website at:

http: /www.hud.gov/offices/pih/programs/hcv/index.cfm

Want to find out local information from your public
housing authority?

HUD provides a directory of contacts of public housing
authorities (PHA) on its website. Visit the PHA directory at:

http: /www.hud.gov/offices/pih/pha/contacts/index.cfim

Affordable Subsidized Housing Search
Visit the HUD website to search for HUD supported
subsidized housing projects in your area:

http: /www.hud. gov/apps/section8/ index.cfm

Developing low-income affordable
housing can be a daunting task. Successful
developers have collaborated with service
providers, contractors, and property
management firms to ensure an
experienced team is in place to make a
successful project. This development
concept is represented by the model to the
right.

Supportive Housing Development Model

Support Service Provider

Collaborate with an experienced
support service provider to
ensure residents get the necessary
services to enable housing stability

and access to needed medical care.

Often affordable housing finance packages
involve multiple sources of federal, local,
and private funding. Low-income Housing
Tax Credits (LIHTC) are a common
source of capital to develop affordable
housing. The Arkansas Development
Finance Authority (ADFA) has outlined

Development Consultant

An experienced development
consultant can help develop a
finance package and oversee the site
planning and construction.

Housing Provider/Owner

An experienced owner can provide

the property management expertise

to ensure the property is effectively
operated and maintained.

the criteria for qualifying for tax credit
allocations. To apply for LIHTC or to
learn more about the Arkansas LIHTC
program, visit the program section of the
ADFA website at:

http:// Www.accessarkansas.org/ adfa/pro
grams/lihtcp . html
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INTRODUCTION new construction, housing services, and other public

One of the major sources of funding for the development
of housing for special needs populations is the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
HUD provides an array of funding including grants directly
to agencies and block grants distributed to states and
eligible metropolitan areas. This section provides a brief
overview of entitlement funding that may help in the
provision of special needs housing.

HUD FORMULA PROGRAMS

Through HUD’s Office of Community Planning and
Development (CPD), states and metropolitan areas

receive funding through four formula programs:
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME
Investment Partnership Program (HOME), Housing
Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA), and
Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG). States and cities are
required to complete a five-year Consolidated Plan that
identifies needs and priority uses for this HUD funding.
See also:

e Formula allocations for the state of Arkansas and

entitlement cities (page 6)

Community Development Block Grant

CDBG provides entitlement funding to states, cities, and
counties throughout the U.S. Projects must meet three
national objectives: (1) benefit people with low and
moderate incomes, (2) eliminate or prevent slums or
blight, and (3) eliminate conditions that pose serious and
immediate threat to the health and welfare of a
community. Funding may be used for an array of activities
for special needs populations such as acquisition,
rehabilitation, and conversion of existing construction,

services.

HOME Investment Partnership Program

HOME provides entitlement funding to state and local
governments as well as nonprofit housing developers.
HOME funds provide permanent or transitional housing
for low-income and special needs populations. If
documented within the Consolidated Plan, HOME funds
may provide tenant-based rental assistance to persons with
disabilities, including persons with HIV/AIDS.

Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS

HOPWA provides entitlement funding to states and cities
to provide housing and related supportive services to
persons with HIV/AIDS and their families. HOPWA
provides an array of housing services including
rehabilitation, acquisition, and construction of housing,
tenant-based rental assistance, as well as short-term rent,
mortgage, and utility payments. Additionally, HOPWA
may provide supportive services such as case management,
nutritional services, or mental health treatment.

e See also Special Needs—HIV/AIDS (page 9)

Emergency Shelter Grants

ESG provides entitlement funding for transitional shelters
for individuals and families who are homeless or at risk of
becoming homeless. ESG is often used in conjunction with
HUD’s McKinney-Vento Act Homeless Assistance
programs.

e See also Special Needs—Homelessness (page 10)

Need Local Information? Contact the Little Rock HUD Field Office:
Bessie Jackson, Field Office Director
425 West Capitol Avenue, Suite 900

Little Rock, AR 72201-3488
(501) 324-5931, (501) 324-6142 fax
http: //www.hud.gov/localoffices.cfm

APPLYING FOR FUNDING?

Because each of these HUD programs is an entitlement program administered through a state or local government, application
for funding must be made at the sate or local level. To find out about other grants, visit www.grants.gov.
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HUD HOUSING RESOURCES

Formula grants through HUD are administered at the state and local levels. The previously described HUD
housing resourcesii CDBG, HOME, HOPWA, and ESGN are administered by different agencies in Arkansas.

CDBGA Arkansas received more than $19 million in CDBG
funding for FY 2007. Priorities for the funding are described in
the state’s Consolidated Plan (see box) and are updated annually
in the Action Plan. The Arkansas Department of Economic
Development administers the CDBG program. Grants are
provided for projects related to water management, economic
development, and other social service programs. The
Department of Economic Development also oversees the
Consolidated Plan process. Contact them directly for
application materials:

Arkansas Department of Economic Development

One Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201

Phone: (800) ARKANSAS or (501) 682-1121

Fax: (501) 682-7394

E-mail: info(@arkansasedc.com

Website:

http://www.arkansasedc.com/Business Developme

nt/Grants

HOPWAR HUD awarded $720,000 in HOPWA funds to
Arkansas for FY 2007. The Division of AIDS/STD administers
the HOPWA program, which provides rental assistance to
persons 1iVing with HIV and AIDS.

Arkansas Department of Health

HIV Services

4815 W. Markham St., #33

Little Rock, AR 77205

Phone: (501) 661-2745

Fax: (501) 661-2387

Website: http://www.healthyarkansas.com/

ESGA Arkansas received almost $1.2 million in federal funding
for ESG programs in 2007. The Office of Community Services
administers the ESG program. The website provides a list of ESG
shelters as well as information on weatherization programs,
community services block grants, and emergency energy
assistance programs.

Arkansas Department of Human Services

Office of Community Services

Contact: Clorinda Arace

Slot S330

P.O. Box 1437

Little Rock, AR 72203-1437

Phone: (501) 682-8723

Website:

http://www.arkansas.gov/dhs/dco/ocs/#esgp

HOMER The HOME program is intended to create partnerships
between governments and nonprofit and for-profit organizations
that build, manage, finance, and support low-income housing.
HOME funds are used to develop and support affordable housing
for low-income residents of Arkansas. These funds may be used
for tenant-based rental assistance, rental rehabilitation, new
construction, or assistance to homebuyers and homeowners.
Arkansas Dcvclopmcnt Finance Authority (ADFA) administers
the State HOME program. ADFA also provides an array of
resources for economic development, homeownership, and the
development of rental housing. Some of these programs include
low-income tax credit programs, bond programs, and capital

investment programs.

Arkansas Development Finance Authority

Contact: Victor Turner, HOME Manager

P.O. Box 8023

Little Rock, AR 72203-8023

Phone: (501) 682-5860

Website:

http: //www.state.ar.us/adfa/programs/hipp.html

What is a Consolidated Plan?

A consolidated plan is a five-year plan created by state and local governments that outlines strategies and goals for the use of
HUD formula grant dollars. An action plan is an annual plan created by state and local governments that describes how annual
funds will be utilized to meet identified goals. Organizations looking for grant moneys need to read their local Consolidated Plan
to find out about important housing issues.

For a copy of the State of Arkansas Consolidated Plan, 2005-2009, visit:
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/about/conplan/local /AR
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HUD FORMULA ALLOCATIONS FY2008

Arkansas has 15 entitlement communities. They are outlined below including the FY2008 HUD Consolidated Plan

Allocations. For more information visit: http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/about/budget/budget08/

NAME CDBG HOME ESG HOPWA
BENTONVILLE $182,037 $0 ) )
CONWAY $417,525 50 $0 $0
FAYETTEVILLE $635,930 $0 ) )
FORT SMITH $822,191 $427,797 50 $0
HOT SPRINGS $392,476 $0 ) $0
JACKSONVILLE $269,173 50 $0 $0
JONESBORO $545,251 $0 $0 $0
LITTLE ROCK $1,642,600 $971,203 $0 $0
NORTH LITTLE ROCK §751,229 $362,871 $0 $0
PINE BLUFF §722,984 $381,262 50 $0
ROGERS $412,983 $0 $0 $0
SPRINGDALE $509,437 $0 $0 $0
TEXARKANA $314,954 $0 $0 $0
WEST MEMPHIS $417,073 50 $0 $0
ARKANSAS STATE PROGRAM $18,962,771 $12,601,327 | $1,196,604 $766,000
TOTAL $26,998,614 $14,789,460 | $1,196,604 $766,000

Below is a list of links to offices and resources within the
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD).

HUD-—Federal agency charged with housing and

community development programs:

http://www.hud. gov

About HUDf Provides contact information, program
overviews, links to local and national HUD offices, and
general information about HUD:

http://www.hud.gov/about/index.cfm

HUD Bibliographic Database—Provides more than
10,000 abstracts on housing and community
development issues:

http://www.huduser.org/bibliodb/pdrbibdb.html

Highlighted Programs Within HUD

e Office of Community Planning and Development—
Administers CDBG, HOME, HOPWA, and McKinney
Act Homeless Programs:
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/

e HUD EZ/EC/RC Communities—Provides

information regarding Empowerment Zones,

Enterprise Communities, and Renewal Communities:

http://www.hud. gov/ offices/cpd/economicdevelop

ment/programs/rc

e Office of Housing—Administers the Section 202 and
Section 811 Programs, and Housing Voucher Program:

http:/ /www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/

e Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity—
Administers the Fair Housing Program and Disability
Rights Program:

http:/ /www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/

e Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives:
http://www.hud.gov/offices/fbci/
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Supportive Housing

What is Supportive Housing? Is Supportive Housing Cost-Effective?

Supportive housing is permanent Yes! Providing permanent supportive housing is a more cost-effective
housing that includes those support alternative than providing costly institutional care. The Corporation for
services that enable persons with special ~ Supportive Housing (CSH) illustrates this point by comparing the cost of
needs to live independently. Through supportive housing in three U.S. cities to the cost of other types of care or
this independence individuals with services often utilized by special needs populations.

special needs can live more productively

in a cost-effective manner. The types of

. . In New York it costs $41.85 a day to provide supportive housing, however, it
care that persons with special needs may .

COStS. ..

access, such as hospitals or shelters, can

cost much more than providing e §74 per day to stay in a state prison cell
supportive housing. $165 per day to stay in a city jail

e $54 per day to sleep in a city shelter
' e $467 per day for a state psychiatric bed

Supportive housing offers a safe,
e $51185 per day for a city hospital bed

affordable alternative to more costly
institutional care by providing e . S . e )
affordable, independent housing along cago it costs $21 per day to provide supportive housing, however, it costs. ..
with health care and other social ] e 562 per day to stay in a state prison cell

services. e $60 per day to stay in a city or county cell

' e $22 per day to sleep in a city shelter
e $437 per day for a state psychiatric bed

E ; u p p O rt i Vel e $1201 per day for a city hospital bed

In Atlanta it costs $33 per day to provide supportive housing,
however, it costs. ..

I I O u S I n g e $47 per day to stay in a state prison cell

® 53 per day to stay in a city jail

~y

e 511 per day to sleep in a city shelter

: ; aV e S ' ® 5335 per day for a state psychiatric bed

® 51637 per day for a city hospital bed

M O n ey For more information visit the CSH website at http: //www.csh.org.

Why Special Needs Populations?

Populations with special needs must have supportive housing to live independent, productive lives. Populations with
special needs include people who are living with HIV/AIDS, are homeless, mentally ill, elderly, physically challenged,
developmentally disabled, substance-addicted, dually diagnosed, or those belonging to other populations that require
support services in order to be permanently housed. Many special needs populations lack adequate, affordable housing.
Housing offers stability and comfort, and it is the foundation that special needs populations must have to access
necessary supportive services. People living in supportive housing are often those individuals who face chronic mental or
physical health issues and have been unable to secure housing on their own. There is a critical need for special needs
housing in the state of Arkansas. The following sections of this profile provide detailed information about specific
programs that target special needs populations. Information about local services and providers will also be made
available.
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SPECIAL NEEDS i ELDERLY

Federal Resources for Elderly Housing—Section 202

A major source of funding for elderly housing is HUD’s Section 202 program. Section 202 enables nonprofit and
faith-based organizations to expand affordable housing options with supportive services to low-income elderly persons
(at least age 62). Section 202 provides funding for construction, rehabilitation, and acquisition of structures that will
provide supportive housing for the very low-income elderly. Ongoing operating subsidy projects may include such
supportive services as cleaning, transportation, and cooking. For more information on Section 202, visit:

http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/mhn/progdesc/eld202. cfm
To apply for this funding, visit the Grants section of the HUD website at: http: /www.hud.gov.

Need Help?

Local HUD Field Offices can provide the names of consultants to

assist you in the process of initiating a Section 202 (or Section
811) project. Some consultants for the Southeast:

e Alan Patricio, ABP Associates, Inc., Phone: (404) 816-9770

Ext. 2 (information on all HUD programs)
e Lane Sarver, Phone: (919) 967-5520 (Chapel Hill, NC) or
Jon Sarver, Phone: (828) 552-0166 (Asheville, NC)

For information on Arkansas programs
for the elderly, contact:

Arkansas Department of Human Services
Division of Aging and Adult Services
Herb Sanderson, Director
P.O. Box 1437, Slot S-530
Little Rock, AR 72203
Phone: (501) 682-2441
Fax:(501) 682-8155
http: //www.arkansas.gov/dhs/aging/

SPECIAL NEEDS i1 DISABILITIES

HUDI Section 811
Supportive Housing for Persons with Disabilities

Section 811 provides housing assistance to low-income
persons with disabilities, which include physical or
dcvclopmcntal disabﬂity as well as chronic illness. The
program provides project-based rental assistance and capital
advances to develop affordable housing options for persons
with disabilities. Capital advances do not have to be repaid if
the housing remains available for eligible residents for 40
years. In addition, each project must have a supportive
services plan, which may include case management, job
assistance, or training in independent living skills. For more
information Section 811, visit:

http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/mth/progdesc/disab811.

cfm

Eligib]e applicants for Section 811 program funds are non-
profit organizations. Funds are made available each year
through HUD’s SuperNOFA process. The SuperNOFA is
usually released in early Spring. For more information on
HUD’s SuperNOFA or to view past years’ NOFAs, visit the
Grants section of the HUD website at: http: //www.hud.gov

For more information on technical assistance or consultants
available to assist you on Section 811 projects in Arkansas,
contact your local HUD Field Office. To find a field office

near you, visit: http://www.hud.gov/localoffices.cfm

Arkansas Disability Resources

Arkansas Governor's Developmental Disabilities
Council
5800 West 10th Street, Suite 805
Little Rock, AR 72204
Phone: (501) 661-2589 or
(800) 462-0599, ext. 661-2589 (Voice/TDD)
Fax: (501) 661-2399
Website: http://www.ddcouncil.org/

Arkansas ADA Roundtable

¢/ o Mainstream

Rita Byers, Chair

1818 South University Avenue

Little Rock, AR 72204

(501) 280-0012 (Voice) or (501) 280-9262 (TDD)
(501) 280-9267 Fax

Website:

http://www.bem.edu/ilru/dlrp /html/partners/ark-
roundtable.html

Increasing Capabilities Access Network (ICAN)
26 Corporate Hill Drive

Little Rock, AR 72205

Phone: (501) 666-8868 or (800) 828-2799 (Voice/TTD)
Website: http://www.arkansas-ican.org
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SPECIAL NEEDS i HIV/AIDS

HIV/AIDS in Arkansas

e 17.5% of the state’s population has no health insurance; 15% of the population is on Medicaid /({
e In Arkansas, there have been 7,027 reported cases of HIV; 62% have met the case
definition for AIDS

e There are 5,150 persons living with HIV/AIDS in Arkansas
e In 2006, 341 new cases of HIV/AIDS were reported; of those cases, 38% were Caucasian, 37% African American,
and 6% Hispanic

e African American men and women continue to be disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS

For more information on HIV/AIDS in Arkansas visit the Department of Health at: http://www.healthyarkansas.com

HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH HIV/AIDS (HOPWA)

HOPWA is the only federal program dedicated to the housing needs of persons with HIV/AIDS and their families.
HOPWA provides an array of housing options including rental assistance as well as supportive services. The state of
Arkansas receives HOPWA formula funding. For more information on HOPWA in Arkansas please visit:

http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/aidshousing/local /ar/index.cfm

General information about HOPWA can be found at: http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/aidshousing

Entitlement Area Amount Grantee Contact Project Sponsor Contact
State of Arkansas : Started | $766,000 Kim Newsom Arkansas Supportive Housing Network, Inc.
funding in 1996 AR Department of Health P.O. Box 165858
HIV/STD/Hepatitis C Division Little Rock, AR 72216
4815 W. Markham St., #33 Phone: (501) 372-5543, (888) 372-3703
Little Rock, AR 77205 Fax: (501) 372-5457
Phone: (501) 661-2745 Website: http://www.ashn.org
Fax: (501) 661-2387 Office address: 501 Maple Street
Little Rock, AR 72114

HIV/AIDS Resources in Arkansas Arkansas AIDS Foundationfi This foundation provides
innovative programs for people living with AIDS including
HIV/AIDS Health Statisticsfi Arkansas Department counseling, support, and education. The foundation also
of Health provides free HIV testing.
Website: http://www.healthyarkansas.com/data/data.html Arkansas AIDS Foundation
P.O. Box 1208

Access Project of the AIDS Treatment Data Net- Little Rock, AR 72203
work—The Access Project provides a listing of statewide Phone: (501) 376-6299
Ryan White Consortium and information on the ADAP and Website: http://www.araidsfoundation.org/

health insurance. Visit the website at:

http://www.atdn.org/access/index.html

Need Help?
Contact the National AIDS Hotline at
(800) CDC-INFO
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SPECIAL NEEDS ii HOMELESSNESS
FY2007 HUD Continuum of Care Awards

Continuum of Care Supportive Housing Shelter Plus Care Total
Little Rock/Central Arkansas $1,547,286 $1,494,636 $3,041,922
Fayetteville/Northwest Arkansas $90,720 $0 $90,720
Conway/Arkansas River Valley $21,600 $0 $21,600
Delta Hills $133,596 $0 $133,596
Southeast Arkansas $265,061 $0 $265,061
Johnson, Pope, Yell Counties $200,000 $0 $200,000
Hot Springs/Southwest Arkansas $99,262 $0 $99,262
TOTAL $2,357,525 $1,494,636 $3,852,161

http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/homeless/budget/2007/index.cfm

Continuum of Care

The provision of services to the homeless in Arkansas is
fueled by the Continuum of Care funding by HUD as
outlined in the chart above. This chart highlights only the
areas that applied for and were granted funding in
Arkansas. There are regions of the state that are not
funded or have not applied that could be organized to gain

access to resources.

HUD’s Continuum of Care consists of four programs
focused on helping local organizations meet the needs of
homeless persons within their communities: Supportive
Housing Program (SHP), Shelter Plus Care, Section 8
Moderate Rehabilitation for Single Room Occupancy
Dwellings (SRO), and the Safe Haven program.

Applications for funding are made through a local
Continuum of Care process, which enables communities
to plan and provide for homeless persons within their
community by providing a continuum of housing and
support services including emergency, transitional, and

permanent housing options.

Applications for funding are made each year through
HUD’s SuperNOFA process. For more information on
current funding opportunities visit the Grants section of
the HUD website: http://www.hud.gov

Did you know?

On any given night, the estimated homeless count in the

State of Arkansas is 7,400.

(Source:
http: //www.accessarkansas.org/dhs/dco/ocs/)

FY 2008 Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG) Alloca-
tions

$1,196, 604

For a list of ESG Shelters in Arkansas visit:
http://www.accessarkansas.org/dhs/dco/ocs/
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SPECIAL NEEDS i

Mental Health in Arkansas
In 2004

¢ 34% of Arkansans reported poor
mental health in the last 30 days

e There were 182 inpatient
psychiatric beds in the state

e State mental health agency
expenditures totaled $91 million

e Mental health expenditures were

$33 per person

Source:
http://www.statehealthfacts.org

Olmstead Decision Impacts Housing
and Supportive Services for Persons
with Mental Illness

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
protects individuals with disabilities. Title
IT of the Act states that persons are not
allowed to be discriminated against for
public services “by reason of their
disability.” In 1999, the U.S. Supreme
Court upheld this standard by ruling in
favor of two women with mental
retardation who were unduly
institutionalized because of their disabilities
in the state of Georgia. Specifically, the
court stated that the Olmstead decision
resulted in the following opinions:

e Institutional placement of persons who
can handle and benefit from community
scttings perpetuates unwarranted
assumptions that persons so isolated are
incapable or unworthy of participating
in community life.

e Confinement in an institution severely
diminishes the everyday life activities of
individuals, including family relations,
social contacts, work options, eco-
nomic independence, educational
advancement, and cultural enrichment.

Although the Olmstead decision confirmed
the ADA’s community integration man-
date, the words “housing” or “supportive
housing” do not appear in the decision.

MENTAL HEALTH & OLMSTEAD

Ar kansasd c Olfistead C
Planning Effort is the Arkansas
Department of Human Services,
Division of Aging and Adult

Instead, the Supreme Court used terms
such as “community placements” and “less
restrictive settings.” The Olmstead decision
has had a profound impact on state policies
and approaches to providing community- Services found at:

based housing and support services for http:// www.arkansas.gov/ dhs/ aging/ ol

people with significant disabilities. As a msteadar . html

result of the Olmstead decision, thousands of
1 e« . Highlights include:
people currently living in “more restrictive
¢ Olmstead Report to the Governor

e Draft State Olmstead Plan

settings” such as public institutions and

nursing homes, must be offered housing
and community-based supports that are e Governor’s Integrated Task Force
consistent with the integration mandate of

the ADA.

that provides input into the plan
e Meeting dates

.. .. For more information:
The source for this information is the

Division of Aging and Adults
Phone: (501) 682-2441

Technical Assistance Center website,
http: //www.tacinc.org, where the
00l mstead and
t h e jublicitibh EarbOfound.

New Freedom Initiative
http: //www.cms.hhs. gov/NewFreedomInitiative/

Executive Orderfi

Community-Based Alternatives for Individuals with Disabilities
http: //www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/06/20010619.html

State Mental Health Resources and Statistics
http: // www.mentalhealth.org/ databases/

Kaiser Foundation State Health Facts
http: //www statchealthfacts.org

To find out more about ment al

Contact your local mental health center. If you live in Arkansas, visit the Mental
Health Council of Arkansas for a list of participating mental health centers and their
affiliates: http://www.mhca.org/

The Arkansas chapter of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI Arkansas)
is a grassroots organization dedicated to improving the lives of people with serious
mental illness. They may be contacted at the following:

NAMI Arkansas

712 W. 3rd Street, Suite 200

Little Rock, AR 72201-2222

Phone: (501) 661-1548 or (800) 844-0381

Website: http://www.nami.org/sites/namiarkansas

Suppori@Eoges2BU ST ng:
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SPECIAL NEEDS i

What does low-income mean in Arkansas?

.. Income for
Income Category Definition Family of 4
Median Family Income (MFI) $47,400
Very Low Income e dlorgs et $23,700
yow exceed 50% of MFI ?
Low L Income does not $37.900
ow neome exceed 80% of MFII ?

http://www.huduser.org/datasets/il /il07/FYQ7 StateInco

melLimits.doc

Almost 50 million Americans live in “non-metropolitan”
counties. Of these, more than 7 million live in poverty. Rural
communities are experiencing population growth and are in
need of affordable housing. The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) commits time and money to provide
opportunities for rural development. Loan programs for single-
and multi-family housing allocate money for home ownership
initiatives, rehabilitation projects, and rental assistance.
Information on the programs listed below can be found at:

http://www. rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/common /in-

div_intro.htm

SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSING
Section 502 Loans

Rural Housing Direct Loans—These loans are funded directly by
the U.S. government to help low-income individuals or
houscholds purchase homes in rural areas. Funds may also be
used to build, repair, renovate, or relocate a home OR to pur-

chase and prepare housing sites.

Single Family Housing Guaranteed LoanfA This loan is similar to
the Rural Housing Direct Loans but are provided by approved

lenders.

Stop Housing Discrimination

Carol Johnson, Director
Arkansas Fair Housing Commission
101 E. Capitol Avenue, Suite 114
Little Rock, AR 72201
Phone: (501) 6823247 or (800) 340-9108

Website: http://www.arkansasfairhousing.com/

RURAL

Section 523 Loans

Mutual Self-Help Housing Loanfi These loans assist low- or very
low-income individuals in the construction of their own homes
and homes for others. Families must be unable to purchase clean
and safe housing through conventional means and are expected
to engage in approximately 65% of labor. Families may not

move into their homes until all homes are completed.
Section 504

Rural Housing Repair and Rehabilitation Loansi These loans are
funded directly by the U.S. government and are available to
low- or very low-income rural residents who own or live in a
home that needs repairs to make it safe for its residents. Grant
funds are available to low- or very low-income individuals older

than 62 years who cannot repay a 504 loan.

MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING
Section 514

Farm Labor Housing Programf This is the ONLY nationwide
program designed to provide housing for farm laborers,
including those Working in aquaculturc and in on-farm
processing. Funds may be used in a number of ways, from
purchasing to construction, and in urban areas for nearby farm
labor. Eligible applicants include local and state governments,

nonprofit organizations, American Indian tribes, and others.
Section 538

Rural Rental Housing Guaranteed Loan Programﬁ These loans fund
construction, acquisition, or rehabilitation of multi-family
housing in rural settings. Loans are available to individuals as
well as nonprofit and for-profit organizations. Individuals must

qualify as very low-, low-, or moderate-income persons.
Section 515

Rural Rental Housing Programf This program offers direct,
competitive mortgage loans to provide affordable multi-family
rental housing for very low- to moderate-income families,
elderly persons, and individuals with disabilities. Funds may be
used to buy and improve land. Loans may be allotted to
individuals, trusts, as well as nonprofit and for-profit

organizations.
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SPECIAL NEEDS i RURAL

HUDA Rural Housing and Economic Development
(RHED)
RHED provides funding to promote the development of

affordable housing and economic development solutions in rural

arcas. Funds are awarded competitively through HUD’s
SuperNOFA process. Eligible applicants include nonprofit
organizations, community development corporations, state

housing finance agencies (HFAs), and community development
agencies. Funds are available under two categories of assistance:

e Capacity Building and Support for Innovative Housing and

Economic Development—Includes staff training, planning,

and technical assistance
e Support for Innovative Housing and Economic Develop-
ment—Acquisition, construction, and job training

For more information on the RHED program, visit HUD at:

http: //www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/economicdevelopment/pro

grams/ rhed.

Rural Supportive Housing Initiative (RSHI)

CSI’s RSHI will link emerging community-based

organizations (CBOs) interested in providing supportive

housing with experienced supportive housing developers. CSI

will provide leadership, support, and training to help
providers address the challenge of affordable housing in their

communities. The goals of RSHI are to:

e Increase capacity of CBOs to provide additional
supportive and affordable housing for special needs

populations

e Form a leadership team of CSI staff' and housing specialists

to help CBOs achieve their service and housing objectives

e Develop and maintain a Peer Network among rural CBOs
so they may seck out and gain expertise and support from

the leadership team and their peers

e Provide trainings aimed at building knowledge and

capacity within the organizations

e Host an annual Leadership Summit for the organizations’
leaders to meet and share project concerns, problems,
and successes

RSHI is funded through HUD’s RHED.
CSTI has been awarded two RHED grants and funding will
continue through 2010.

The Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC)
The Local Initiative Support Corporation (LISC) provides
grants, loans and equity investments to Community
Development Corporations (CDC) for neighborhood
redevelopment. LISC uses its national funding to match
local funds raised by community partners for community
reinvestment. LISC operates offices throughout the
Southeast including North Carolina, Florida, Mississippi,
and Arkansas. For more information on LISC visit its

website at: http: //www lisc.org

Additionally, LISC supports rural communities nationally
through its rural initiative: Rural LISC. Rural LISC works
with more than 70 partner organizations that provide an
array of services including affordable housing development,
economic development, and other community services. For
more information on Rural LISC visit its website at:

http://www.rurallisc.org

Rural LISC has partnered with other local, regional, and
national providers in the Stand Up for Rural America
campaign. Stand Up for Rural America is a national coalition
initiative, involving 750 sponsors dedicated to helping rural
community developers gain the attention, resources, and
policy support their work deserves. For more information
on the Stand Up for Rural America campaign visit the website

at: http://www.ruralamerica.org

Local Sponsors in Arkansas:

http://www.ruralamerica.org/sponsors%20by%20state /ar

kansas.htm

Want more information?

For more information on rural programs or to contact your
regional office, visit the USDA website:
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/recd map.html

To apply for these grants, visit:
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/nofas/index.html

Another resource is: http: //wWww.grants.gov. Choose a basic

keyword search to find funding and additional information.
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NATIONAL HOUSING TRUST FUND

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development states that 5.4 million households in the
United States are in worst case housing or paying more
than 30% of their income toward housing. The lack of
affordable housing especially for special needs
populations has become a concern for social service
providers, advocates, housing providers, and citizens
across the country. Affordable housing stock is shrinking
and not being replaced, creating a serious housing crisis

for low-income families.

According to the National Low Income Housing
Coalition, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-
bedroom apartment in the state of Arkansas is $§541. A
household must earn $1,803 each month, or $21,635 a
year, to pay for rent and utilities. A worker must earn at
least $10.40 an hour, working 40 hours/weck, 52
weeks/year. Affordable housing is defined as a unit of
housing that costs no

income.

In Arkansas:

e A minimum wage worker earns $6.25 per hour. To
afford the apartment described above, a minimum
wage worker must work 67 hours per week, 52
weeks per year.

e In Arkansas, the average wage for a renter is $9.59
per hour. To afford the apartment described above,
a renter must work 43 hours per week, 52 weeks
per year.

e For individuals with Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) who receive $637 per month (as the sole
source of income), affordable monthly rent should
cost no more than $191.

The National Housing Trust Fund campaign is seeking
the establishment of a National Housing Trust Fund to

build and preserve 1.5 million units of housing for low-

MiQafiized byt h a n

income families over the next 10 years. Funding would
be made available to develop units for extremely low-
income families, especially families with special needs,
those living on minimum wage, social security, or other
low-income sources. The Trust Fund would direct
resources to states and local governments for the
development of affordable rental housing and provide

some funding for homeownership.

The goal of the

National Housing Trust Fund

is to provide 1,500,000 units of

housing over the next 10 years.

The National Housing Trust Fund Campaign has been
30% of the

National Low Income Housing Coalition
727 15th Street NW, 6th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005

Phone: (202) 662-1530

Website: http://www.nhtf.org

The National Housing Trust Fund Campaign website

provides a wealth of information, including:

e Downloadable documents providing information on

the National Housing Trust Fund

Legislative proposal
e Organizations endorsing the trust fund campaign

Information on how to become involved

Information on happenings in your state

hous
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RESOURCE INFORMATION FOR ARKANSAS

Technical Assistance

Many organizations provide an array of technical assistance
services to community-based organizations. Below is a list
of some organizations that can assist with various aspects
of supportive housing development for persons with

special needs.

Building Changes

http: /www. BuildingChanges.org

Provides national HOPWA technical assistance including

comprehensive planning and capacity development.

Corporation for Supportive Housing

http: /www. csh.org

Provides assistance to nonprofits and governments to help local
organizations gain the financial and technical assistance they

need to increase and improve permanent housing.

The Enterprise Community Partners

http ://www.enterprisecommunity. org

Provides technical assistance in the areas of housing
development, workforce development, child care, community

safety, nonprofit management, and community planning.

Fannie Mae Foundation

http: /www.efanniemae.com

Provides a range of technical assistance tools to develop

affordable housing.

HUD-Approved Housing Counseling Agencies &
HUD-Funded National Intermediaries Affiliates
http: //www.hud.gov/offices /hsg/sfh/hcc/hccprofl4—.cfm

Provides a state listing of housing counseling agencies.

Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC)
http: //Www.lisc.org

Provides capital and technical assistance to community-based

development organizations.

The National Housing Trust Fund Campaign
http: //www .nhtf. org/

Supports groups across the country to ensure that
Congresspersons know that their constituents demand action to

resolve the nation’s affordable housing crisis.

NCB Capital Impact (formerly National

Cooperative Bank Development Corporation)

http: / Www.ncbcapitalimpact.org

Provides a range of technical assistance activities for nonprofit

organizations to encourage community development.

Southeast Disability and Business Technical
Assistance Center

http: /www.sedbtac.org/

Provides technical assistance on Americans with Disabilities Act

(ADA) compliance in your region.

Supported Housing Office of Arkansas
Rehabilitation Services (ARS)

http://www.arsinfo.org/

Provides technical assistance to agencies interested in exploring
housing programs geared to low-income persons with

disabilities.

Technical Assistance Collaborative (TAC)

http: /www.tacinc.org

National organization that works to achieve positive outcomes

on behalf of people with disabilities or other special needs.

Agency Contact Program

Arkansas Department of Economic CDBG
Development
Phone: (800) ARKANSAS

http://www.1800arkansas.com/Busine

ss Development/ Grants

HOME, Tax Credits,
Section 8

Arkansas Development Finance
Authority
Phone: (501) 682-5860

http://www state.ar.us/adfa/programs

/hipp.html

Arkansas Dept. of Human Services ESG
Office of Community Services

Phone: (501) 682-8723
http://www.arkansas.gov/dhs/dco/oc

s/#Hesgp

Arkansas Department of Health
Phone: (501) 661-2745

http://www.healthyarkansas.com/

HOPWA, Ryan White,
ADAP
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The following is a list of websites that may
provide additional information and

resources for housing and services for persons

with special needs.

Disability
National Council on Disability—Advocacy for people with
disabilities:

http: //www.ncd.gov/

ADA and Special Needs Resource List:

http: www.ncd.gov/resources.htrn

United Cerebral Palsy (UCP)—Provides state information on a

wide range of disability resources. Visit: http:// WWW.ucp.org/

and enter your zip code for state information

Health
American Red Cross Chapters—-Statewide list:

http: // www.redcross.org/ where/chapts.html

Kaiser Family Foundation—State Health Facts Online:
http: //statehealthfacts. org

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services—Delivering
On The Promise—Report of Federal Agencies’ actions to
climinate barriers and promote community integration:

http: //www .hhs.gov/news/press/2002pres/20020325 . html

National Library of Medicine HIV/AIDS Information
Resources—Tremendous resource of published articles, re-
search, and links to other informational sites about HIV disease:

http: // sis.nlm.nih.gov/HIV/HIVMain.html

Housing and Community Development
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

(HUD)—Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives:
http: //www.hud.gov/offices/fbci

Housing Assistance Council (HAC)—Comprehensive rural

housing assistance:

http: // www.ruralhome.org

HUD information regarding Renewal Communities, Enterprise
Communities, and Empowerment Zones:

http: //www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/economicdevelopment/pro

grams/rc

HUD Datasets—Including income limits and national housing

survey data:

http: //www.huduser.org/datasets/pdrdatas.html

Fair Market Rent overview:

http: //www .huduser. org/ datasets/fmr.html

Homelessness

Homeless Assistance Resources—Statewide resource list:

http://www.hud.gov/homeless/hmlsagen.cfim

National Coalition for the Homeless (NCH)—Directory of
homeless assistance programs:

http:// nationalhorneless.org/ resources/index.html

Rural
USDA Rural Development—~Partners helping the people of
rural America develop sustainable communities:

http: //www.rurdev.usda.gov

The National Rural Housing Coalition—“Since 1969 the
national voice for rural low-income housing and community

development programs”: http: //www.nrheweb.org/

The Southern Rural Development Initiative (SRDI)—Regional
collaborative working to increase the flow of philanthropic and
development capital to the South’s poorest rural communities:

http: //Www.srdi.org/

Stand Up for Rural America—An initiative to help rural

developers acquire resources and policy support:

http:// Www.ruralamerica.org
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GLOSSARY

This glossary was taken from Financing AIDS
Housing published by AIDS Housing of
Washington. To obtain a copy of this and

[

Affordable Housing
Affordable housing is generally defined by the U.S.

Department of Housing and Urban Development as housing

other AHW publications, please visit the
Resource section at:
http: //www.aidshousing.org

for which the occupant is paying no more than 30% of gross
houschold income, including utility costs.

Community Development Corporation (CDCs)
Nonprofit organizations usually founded by community
residents determined to revitalize their neighborhoods. CDCs
may provide social services, develop low-income housing,
and/or initiate commercial and retail activity in areas
abandoned by commercial developers.

Consolidated Plan

A long-term housing and community development plan
developed by local governments and approved by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development. The
Consolidated Plan incorporates the planning, application, and
reporting documents for the four programs administered by
the Community Planning and Development that provide

formal grants to states and units of general local government:
CDBG, ESG, HOME, and HOPWA.

Continuum of Care

An approach that helps communities plan for and provide a
full range of emergency, transitional, and permanent housing
and service resources to address the various needs of homeless
persons. Designed to encourage localities to develop a
coordinated and comprehensive long-term approach to
homelessness, the Continuum of Care consolidates the
planning, application, and reporting documents for the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Shelter
Plus Care, Section 8 Moderate Rehabilitation Single Room
Occupancy Dwellings (SRO) Program, and Supportive
Housing Program.

Low-income Housing Tax Credits

A federal program offering credits against federal income tax
liability for investments in acquisition and rehabilitation of
qualified low-income rental housing.

Permanent Housing
Housing that does not place a limit on the length of time a
resident is able to live there. Within this broad category, there

are many different housing programs and housing types, such
as small group homes, single room occupancy residential
hotels and individual homes/apartment units, either clustered
in one building or scattered throughout the community.

Rental Vouchers

A form of rental assistance that allows low-income families to
obtain vouchers and use them toward renting any housing unit
they wish to rent. They can pay more or less than 30% of their
income, based on the actual rental costs of the unit. The
vouchers are tenant-based, meaning the recipients can move
and maintain their rental assistance.

Revolving Loan Fund

A fund made up of loans from individuals and organizations
who propose the terms of their loans and then loan funds to
community groups based on those terms. Revolving loan funds
usually arrange for repayment from borrowers as quickly as
possible, so that more people can be helped with the available
capital.

Set-aside

Units in a housing development that are reserved for specific
purposes. Set-aside can also refer to money in grant funds that
is designated for use one for specific purposes.

Special Needs Housing
Housing for people with special needs, such as the homeless,

clderly, and disabled, including persons with HIV/AIDS.

Supportive Housing

Permanent, affordable housing combined with a range of
support services that help those with disabilities, including
mental illness, substance abuse, physical handicaps, and AIDS,
stabilize their lives and live as independently as possible.

Supportive Services

Services designed to address the needs of specific populations,
such as the homeless or persons with HIV/AIDS, often
provide in tandem with housing services. Examples of
supportive services include child care services, employment
counse]ing, outpatient health services, and case management.

Transitional Housing

Housing providing an interim (usually up to two years)
placement for people who are not yet ready for, or do not
have access to, permanent housing. Also, housing developed
for those who are trying to gain access to or are leaving mental
health or substance abuse programs, moving out of emergency
housing, or waiting to get into permanent housing.
Transitional housing often requires that residents participate in
service or treatment programs.
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

To make this profile more complete we need information on state and

local programs and resources that may be of benefit to housing and

services providers Working with special needs populations. If you have

information in the following areas for the state of

Arkansas, please let us know.

We are looking for more information in the areas of:

State and local program contacts (i.e. CDBG, HOME, ESG, other
housing programs)

State, City, or County Consolidated Plans
State Housing Plans

Housing programs or initiatives focusing on housing for special
needs populations, including persons with HIV/AIDS, elderly,
disabled, mentally ill.

Data, statistics or research on the needs of special needs
populations.

State or local funding for housing
Local housing developers

Associations of organizations that can provide local assistance to

develop supportive housing

Names of organizations in the Southeast that rnight be interested in

this profile.

Please send information to:
Ashley Kerr

Collaborative Solutions, Inc.
P.O. Box 130159
Birmingham, AL 35213-0159
(205) 939-0411

(205) 939-4048 fax

NOTES

Collaborative Solutions, Inc. (CSI) is a nonprofit organization that works in partnership for the empowerment of

human service organizations and communities in order to positively impact special needs populations in the Southeast. CSI

provides capacity development, strategic planning, HOPWA and McKinney homeless technical assistance, leadership training and

development, and continuum of care planning. If you want to learn more about CSI and how to access our services, please visit

our website at http://www.collaborative-solutions.net or call us at (205) 939-0411. We are located in Birmingham, AL.

Russell Bennett, Executive Director

Sharon Fenstermaker, Director of Operations
Crystal L. Pope, Senior Program Director
Ashley Kerr, Project Manager

Collaborative Solutions, Inc.
P.O. Box 130159
Birmingham, AL 35213-0159 [ |

(205) 939-0411 EE
(205) 939-4048 fax H

COLLABORATIVE

SOLUTIONS




